
Welcome

Under the label Swiss Doctoral Program in Mathematics the
departments and institutes of mathematics at the Universities of
Basel, Bern, Fribourg, Geneva and Neuchâtel offer a joint program
for doctoral students in mathematics. The program is open to all
doctoral students at the mentioned universities and aims to provide
a comprehensive spectrum of research and training activities.

By completing the Swiss Doctoral Program in Mathematics doctoral
students will be provided, in addition to the doctoral degree from
the participating university, with a certificate of the Doctoral
Program.

The graduate students are attached to the universities where they
are enrolled. In particular, master's and doctoral degrees are issued
by the participating universities and are outside the competence of
the Doctoral Program.

The Swiss Doctoral Program in Mathematics consists of participating
faculty, graduate students enrolled in the Doctoral Program, and
post-docs. Participation is voluntary. The Doctoral Program permits
doctoral students to validate their engagement, which is not
possible without the framework of this program.

In a pilot phase during the academic year 2006/07, the Swiss
Doctoral Program in Mathematics runs together with the pre-existing
Ecole doctorale de mathématiques Genève - Neuchâtel.
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Objectives

The aim of the Swiss Doctoral Program in Mathematics is to offer an
advanced research training in mathematics of high quality and to
prepare doctoral students for their future career.

The Doctoral Program provides a broad platform for contacts among
the mathematical research groups in Switzerland. The synergistic
effect initiated by the joint activities represents a major added value
complementing the research activities of the participating
universities.

The Swiss Doctoral Program in Mathematics covers the three
following parts:

Education: In a joint effort of the participating research groups at
the departments of mathematics at the involved universities the
Doctoral Program offers an intensive and broad graduate education
in mathematics of international format. The program consists of a
wide range of graduate courses and research seminars and is
complemented by the program of the Troisième Cycle Romand de
Mathématiques. Moreover, special programs are launched that
include block-courses given by internationally recognized speakers,
and sequences of lectures focusing on recent developments. The
program comprises both, activities that provide a good general
mathematical background and specialized topics which are related to
the research interests of groups of doctoral students.

Information: The Doctoral Program offers a platform of information
about research activities, conferences, the mathematical community,
and exchange programs. It also provides information about job
opportunities and continuing education.

Career management: The Doctoral Program addresses the issue of
the professional integration of doctoral students. It serves as a
platform to establish contacts with doctoral students of other
research groups in Switzerland and offers a challenging and
stimulating atmosphere so as to provide young researchers with an
excellent base for a professional or research career in mathematics.
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Neighboring Schools

The Swiss Doctoral Program in Mathematics collaborates with

The Zurich Graduate School in Mathematics
Ecole doctoral de l'EPFL
Le 3e Cycle romand de Mathématiques
The Graduate Program in mathematics of Bern and Fribourg

Reciprocity agreement between the Zurich Graduate School in
Mathematics and the Swiss Doctoral Program in Mathematics:
PhD Students which are enrolled in either school are entitled to
participate in activities of the other school. A request for
reimbursement of travel or other costs can only be filed with the
own school according to its rules.
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Spectrum of Activities

The Doctoral Program

offers courses in all areas of mathematics at graduate and
research level,
organizes workshops and block-courses in which experts
present advanced topics and work with the doctoral students,
organizes workshops and seminars where the doctoral students
present in an accessible way the context and the progress of
their own research in a talk or by a poster,
encourages doctoral students to participate actively in
international conferences,
proposes complementary training in scientific English, computer
science, scientific writing and presentation technique,
prepares and stimulates the transition of the doctoral students
to the professional life in industry, administration or in
academia,
sets up a network of information relevant to doctoral students
for succeeding in their thesis and in their career planning.

Activities of the Doctoral Program include the following events
primarily targeted at the graduate student audience:

Graduate courses: in general, these are special courses at the
graduate level given over the period of one semester, or more
concentrated courses having around 20 teaching hours.
Graduate courses have a flexible format: they can be given by
one or several teachers, and they can be offered once a week
or they can be organized in intensive modules dispatched over
one-week periods.
Summer/Winter Programs: these are one-week events
which bring together graduate students and leading experts in
their respective fields. Typically, the invited speakers present
several mini-courses, and there is a possibility for informal
discussions with graduate students.
Graduate Colloquium: this is an opportunity for graduate
students to present their own work in front of a friendly
audience. Such events can be organized in particular topics, as
well as at the interdisciplinary level (between different fields of
mathematics).
Other Events can be organized at the request of the members
of the Doctoral Program, if the committee finds them suitable.
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Every year, the Doctoral Program organizes a list of events where
doctoral students are encouraged to participate and to earn credits.
Each event is assigned a certain number of credits depending on its
length and content.

Below we list more particular targets of the Doctoral Program which
are not currently covered by the 3e Cycle Romand:

To offer a choice of advanced graduate courses in various fields
of mathematics (similar to American graduate schools). These
courses will be addressed to graduate students in the beginning
of their studies. The main purpose is to provide an up to date
background in the major fields of mathematics to the graduate
students participating in the Doctoral Program.
To organize two-day meetings within the Graduate Colloquium.
These meetings will give an opportunity to doctoral students to
present their research area to other doctoral students and their
results to experts in the respective fields.
To organize Summer/Winter Schools in case the offer of such
schools is not sufficient. The topic can vary and it will be
chosen according to the research topics of graduate students
participating in the Doctoral Program.

On a smaller scale, the Doctoral Program addresses the issues of
marketing of scientific research and of the professional integration of
doctoral students. In particular, the following issues should be
touched upon in the format of lectures or workshops:

How to write articles in mathematics (what is an introduction,
how to compose the bibliography etc.)?
How to make a presentation (in particular, in English)?
How to use a computer in mathematical research?
How to write a CV, and how to prepare a job interview?
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Responsibilities of the Committee

The activities of the Doctoral Program are planned and directed by
the Doctoral Program Committee composed of two faculty
members and one graduate student (and a substitute) from
each university participating in the Doctoral Program. The
Director of the 3e Cycle Romand de Mathématiques is a permanent
invitee in the Committee. The responsibilities of the Committee are
as follows:

To plan activities of the Doctoral Program and to coordinate the
activities with other graduate schools. The program of activities
is prepared and announced for each academic year.
To distribute the budget of the Doctoral Program between
different activities.
To approve applications of graduate students for entering the
Doctoral Program and for participation in various activities.
To assign credits to graduate students for successful
participation in the activities of the Doctoral Program or in
other activities in mathematics at the graduate level.

Faculty members of participating institutions are entitled and invited
to submit proposals to the Doctoral Program Committee.

The Committee nominates the Director(s) of the Doctoral Program.
The Director is a faculty member at one of the participating
universities. The Committee can delegate part of its responsibilities
to the Director who runs the activities of the Doctoral Program in
the periods between the meetings of the Committee.
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Directors

Bruno Colbois
Institut de Mathématiques
Université de Neuchâtel
Rue Emile Argand 11
Case postale 158
CH-2009 Neuchâtel (Switzerland)
Phone ++41 (0)32 718 28 08
Fax ++41 (0)32 718 28 01
e-mail Bruno.Colbois@unine.ch

Norbert Hungerbühler
Department of Mathematics
University of Fribourg
Chemin du Musée 23
CH-1700 Fribourg (Switzerland)
Phone ++41 (0)26 300 91 82
Fax ++41 (0)26 300 97 44
e-mail norbert.hungerbuehler@unifr.ch
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Senior Committee Members

University Committee Member e-mail

Basel
Ben Schweizer ben.schweizer@unibas.ch

Hanspeter Kraft Hanspeter.Kraft@unibas.ch

Bern
Zoltan Balogh zoltan.balogh@math.unibe.ch

Frank Kutzschebauch frank.kutzschebauch@math.unibe.ch

Fribourg
Norbert Hungerbühler* norbert.hungerbuehler@unifr.ch

Ruth Kellerhals ruth.kellerhals@unifr.ch

Geneva
Anton Alekseev Alekseev@math.unige.ch

Nicolas Monod Nicolas.Monod@math.unige.ch

Neuchâtel

Olivier Besson** olivier.besson@unine.ch

Bruno Colbois* Bruno.Colbois@unine.ch

Alain Valette alain.valette@unine.ch

* Directors of the Doctoral Program
** Director of the 3e Cycle Romand de Mathématiques (permanent
invitee)
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Junior Committee Memebers

University Committee
Member

e-mail

Basel

Jonas Budmiger Jonas.Budmiger@stud.unibas.ch

Philipp Habegger Philipp-Erich-
W.Habegger@stud.unibas.ch

Bern Stephane Materna stephane.materna@math.unibe.ch

Fribourg Geneviève Perren genevieve.perren@unifr.ch

Geneva
Shaula Fiorelli Shaula.Fiorelli@math.unige.ch

Rudolf Rohr Rudolf.Rohr@math.unige.ch

Neuchâtel
Tatiana Mantuano Tatiana.Mantuano@unine.ch

Kolawolé Atchade kolawole.atchade@unine.ch
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Enrollment: General

The participation in the Doctoral Program is voluntary for both,
faculty and doctoral students. However it is recommended. All
doctoral students of the participating universities and all faculty
members and post-docs have access to the activities of the Doctoral
Program and are invited to participate actively. Enrolled doctoral
students are entitled to apply for refund of costs for the successful
participation in activities of the Doctoral Program.

Enrollment of a doctoral student in the Doctoral Program ends with
the conferral of the doctorate and is limited to five years.
Participating doctoral students are usually employed as assistants at
one of the affiliated universities or hold a scholarship of the National
Science Foundation or of other sources.
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Scoring

The participation of a doctoral student in the Doctoral Program is
validated by ECTS points. A doctoral student must acquire a
minimum of 30 ECTS points to be entitled to receive the certificate
of the Doctoral Program. A doctoral student can earn credit points
as follows:

. 1 By following and validating a course which is approved by the
Doctoral Program (3 ECTS points)

. 2 By participating and validating a workshop, block-course or
conference approved by the Doctoral Program (3 ECTS points)

. 3 By presenting the context and the progress of the own research
within the framework of a colloquium (3 ECTS points)

. 4 By presenting a scientific topic different from the own research
within the framework of a colloquium (3 ECTS points)

. 5 By participating in a complementary training in scientific
English, computer science, scientific writing or presentation
technique, or by organizing a scientific activity within the
framework of the Doctoral Program (1 ECTS = 25 hours of
work)

. 6 For a doctoral student working as an assistant, a maximum of 6
ECTS points can be obtained by fulfilling his teaching
obligations. This maximum corresponds to the teaching load of
a half-time assistant during four years.

A minimum of 9 ECTS points must be acquired in the first category,
and at least 6 ECTS points in each of the categories 2 and 3.

Each doctoral student is guided by an advisor, usually a professor of
one of the affiliated universities. Of course, thèses en co-tutelle and
co-direction of a thesis is possible. The doctoral student develops a
research activity and is supposed to obtain results that lead to the
granting of a doctorate at the respective university.
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Validation

Doctoral students who are registered with the Swiss Doctoral
Program in Mathematics can validate an activity by sending the
validation form to

Norbert Hungerbühler
Department of Mathematics
University of Fribourg, Pérolles
CH-1700 Fribourg

Download the validation form.

To earn the credits one needs to satisfy certain criteria, e.g. to pass
a test/exam for graduate courses, to give a talk at the Graduate
Colloquium, or to take an active part in a Summer/Winter School
etc. The Doctoral Program accepts credits earned in the activities
organized by the Le 3e Cycle romand de Mathématiques and by
other graduate schools in mathematics.

By sending the form, the ECTS points associated with the activity
are credited your account.

Please attach the reimboursement form in case you apply for refund
of costs. And please keep a copy of the form with your records.
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Reimbursement

Doctoral students who are registered with the Swiss Doctoral
Program in Mathematics can apply for reimboursment of travel costs
connected to the participation and validation of an activity of the
Doctoral Program by sending the reimbursement form to

Norbert Hungerbühler
Department of Mathematics
University of Fribourg, Pérolles
CH-1700 Fribourg

Download the reimbursement form (only valid if attached to the
validation form for the same activity).

Observe that, during the pilot phase 2006/07, doctoral students
from Geneva and Neuchátel are refunded by money from the
Triangle Azur, while students from Basel, Bern and Fribourg are
refunded by local sources.
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Reporting

The progress of graduate students within the Doctoral Program is
evaluated each year by the Doctoral Program Committee or the
Director on the basis of the credits obtained by doctoral students.
The Doctoral Program works in close contact with the thesis advisors
of the graduate students. In particular, the progress evaluation is
communicated to the thesis advisors.

Doctoral students submit yearly a report documenting their
activities related to the Doctoral Program. They can include a
summary of their research results. The report is to be sent at the
end of the academic year to

Norbert Hungerbühler
Department of Mathematics
University of Fribourg, Pérolles
CH-1700 Fribourg

Upon conferral of your doctorate please send a notice to the same
address with your postal address. You will then receive your
certificate of the Doctoral Program.
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